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DESCRIPTION

Anthropology is the scientific study of humans and includes the 

study of historical and contemporary human species as well as 

human behavior, biology, cultures, civilizations, and linguistics. 

While cultural anthropology examines cultural meaning, 

including norms and values, social anthropology explores 

patterns of behavior. The intellectual outcomes of the 

comparative methodologies developed in the earlier 19
th

 century 

include anthropology and many other modern sciences. Theorists 

in a variety of disciplines, such as anatomy, linguistics, and 

ethnology, were beginning to believe that similarities between 

creatures, languages, and folkways were the consequence of 

processes or laws that they were not yet aware of. Their 

realization of everything they had been beginning to suspect 

came with the publication of Charles Darwin's on the origin of 

species. Darwin himself came to his conclusions by contrasting 

animals he had observed in the wild and in agronomy. 

A global field of study that combines the humanities, social 

sciences, and natural sciences is anthropology. The study of 

anthropology builds on knowledge from the natural sciences, 

such as findings about the origin and evolution of Homo sapiens, 

human physical characteristics, human behavior, variations 

among various groups of people, and how Homo sapiens' 

evolutionary past has influenced its social organization and 

culture, as well as knowledge from the social sciences, such as 

how human social and cultural relations are organized, 

institutions, and social conflicts. anthropology has played a 

crucial role in the formation of numerous new multidisciplinary 

subjects that emerged in the latter half of the 20
th

 century, 

including cognitive science, global studies, and a variety of 

ethnic studies. 
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The main dimensions of social and cultural anthropology are 

combined in sociocultural anthropology. In contrast to social 

anthropology, which examines relationships between people and 

groups, cultural anthropology compares the many ways that 

people interpret the world. Social anthropology is more closely 

related to sociology and history, whereas cultural anthropology is 

more closely related to philosophy, literature, and the arts (how 

one's culture influences the experience for oneself and for a 

group, contributing to a more complete understanding of the 

people's knowledge, customs, and institutions). Because of this, it 

aids in the development of understanding of various social 

structures, commonly found in other populations. There is a lot 

of overlap between these groups and no clear cut differentiation 

between them. Cultural relativism, or the attempt to comprehend 

other societies in terms of their own cultural symbols and values, 

serves as a major guiding principle in sociocultural 

anthropological research. Cross cultural comparisons are less 

reductionist when people accept other cultures on their own 

terms. In the field of ethnography, this project is frequently 

accepted. Both a methodology and the final result of 

ethnographic study, an anthropological monograph, are referred 

to as ethnography. Ethnography is a methodology that is based 

on extensive fieldwork in a community or other study location. 

One of the fundamental techniques in social and cultural 

anthropology is participant observation. Ethnology entails 

systematically contrasting various cultures. The terms "physical 

anthropology" and "biological anthropology" are interchangeable 

when referring to anthropological research that examines the 

biological, evolutionary, and demographic aspects of both 

humans and non-human primates. It looks at the biological and 

social variables that generated, maintained, or changed current 

genetic and physiological variety, as well as those that have 

influenced the evolution of humans and other primates. 

The study of the past of humanity through its physical remnants 

is called archaeology. The cultural and material life of previous 
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societies is documented through artifacts, faunal remnants, and 

altered landscapes. In order to infer patterns of earlier human 

behavior and cultural traditions, archaeologists analyses material 

artifacts. Ethno archaeology is a branch of archaeology that 

examines the customs and physical remnants of currently 

existing human groups in order to better comprehend the artifacts 

that prehistoric human cultures that are assumed to have lived 

similarly left behind. An approach to studying social or cultural 

interaction is ethnography. Participant observation is a common 

component, although an ethnographer may also use writings 

produced by participants in social interactions. Firsthand 

experience and social context are significant to ethnography. Tim 

In gold makes a distinction between anthropology and 

ethnography, contending that anthropology is more concerned 

with accuracy while ethnography is more interested in basic 

conceptions of human experience that may be applied in a variety 

of circumstances. Although he acknowledges that ethnography 

may be useful to anthropologists and the fields that inform one 

another, he contends that the anthropologist must make his 

writing consistent with their grasp of literature and other theories. 
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