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EDITORIAL

Forestry is the science and craft of creating, managing, playing,
using, conserving and repairing forests, woodlands, and
associated resources for human and environmental benefits.
Forestry is practiced in plantations and natural stands. The
science of forestry has elements that belong to the biological,
physical, social, political and managerial sciences. A
practitioner of forestry is known as a forester. Another
common term is silviculturalist [1]. Silviculture is narrower
than forestry, being concerned only with forest plants, but is
often used synonymously with forestry. Forest ecosystems
have come to be seen as the most important component of the
biosphere, and forestry has emerged as a vital applied science,
craft, and technology. All people depend upon forests and their
biodiversity, some more than others.

Forestry is an important economic segment in various
industrial countries, as forests provide more than 86 million
green jobs and support the livelihoods of many more people.
For example, in Germany, forests cover nearly a third of the
land area, wood is the most important renewable resource, and
forestry supports more than a million jobs and about €181
billion of value to the German economy each year. Worldwide,
an estimated 880 million people spend part of their time
collecting fuelwood or producing charcoal, many of them
women. Human populations tend to be low in areas of low-
income countries with high forest cover and high forest
biodiversity, but poverty rates in these areas tend to be high
[2]. Some 252 million people living in forests and savannahs
have incomes of less than US$1.25 per day. The preindustrial
age has been dubbed by Werner Sombart and others as the
'wooden age', as timber and firewood were the basic resources
for energy, construction and housing.
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The development of modern forestry is closely connected with
the rise of capitalism, economy as a science and varying notions
of land use and property. Roman Latifundiae, large agricultural
estates, were quite successful in maintaining the large supply of
wood that was necessary for the Roman Empire [3]. Large
deforestations came with respectively after the decline of the
Romans. However already in the 5th century, monks in the then
Byzantine Romagna on the Adriatic coast, were able to establish
stone pine plantations to provide fuelwood and food. This was
the beginning of the massive forest mentioned by Dante
Alighieri in his 1308 poem Divine Comedy. Similar sustainable
formal forestry practices were developed by the Visigoths in the
7th century when, faced with the ever-increasing shortage of
wood, they instituted a code concerned with the preservation of
oak and pine forests. The use and management of many forest
resources has a long history in China as well, dating back to the
Han dynasty and taking place under the landowning gentry. A
similar approach was used in Japan. It was also later written
about by the Ming dynasty Chinese scholar Xu Guanggi (1562—
1633). In Europe, land usage rights in medieval and early
modern times allowed different users to access forests and
pastures [4]. Plant litter and resin extraction were important, as
pitch (resin) was essential for the caulking of ships, falking and
hunting rights, firewood and building, timber gathering in wood
pastures, and for grazing animals in forests. The notion of
"commons" (German "Allmende™) refers to the underlying
traditional legal term of common land. The idea of enclosed
private property came about during modern times. However,
most hunting rights were retained by members of the nobility
which preserved the right of the nobility to access and use
common land for recreation, like fox hunting [5].
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