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EDITORIAL

Gladiolus is perhaps the main bulbous ornamentals for cut
blossom trade. It is likewise ideal both for garden display,
decorative layouts for table and inside beautification just as
making excellent bouquet The principle accentuation in
Gladiolus improvement has been on the advancement of
assortments having alluring shading and huge number of florets
basically for cut flowers, viz long spikes, more number of very
much divided enormous measured florets and great corm
multiplication capacity. Gladiolus is extremely rich in varietal
wealthy and consistently there is an expansion of new varieties .
Augmentation of planting material of Gladiolus is most significant
in light of the fact that the cut flower trade is lingering behind over
the recent years, attributable to he inaccessibility of adequate
quality planting material large scale . There are more than 250
species of gladiolus around the world with many being native to
Europe and South Africa. While there are wild species of gladiolus
that can grow in home gardens, most gardeners grow hybrids that
are hardy in USDA zones 5 to 10. In addition, new varieties
additionally come from different nations, and the performance of
these varieties relies on climatic condition of the area under which
they are grown. Therefore, cultivars which perform well in one
district may not perform same in different areas of fluctuating
climatic conditions . Study the exhibition of existing cultivars for
their unrivaled helpful characters . Consequently, it turns out to be
a lot of important to consider the morphological variety and
assessment of genotypes and furthermore to distinguish the
appropriate germplasm for additional improvement program.

Studies on genetic diversity for yield attributes is significant as
the singular plant choice is gradually subject to variability. More
the variety better are chances of working on the economical
characters viable in the subsequent offspring. Crop improvement
in Gladiolus has so far been achieved by exploiting the available
sources of the variability. Normally the genetic variety or variety
for the greater part of the yield credits is extensively high in
Gladiolus. Keeping in see the above realities there is an earnest
need to look for development in complex quantitative
characteristic, for example, bloom and corm yield of Gladiolus.
Because of free trade of Gladiolus germplasm and lot of
introgression of characters has occurred in  numerous
neighborhood Gladiolus cultivars bringing about upgrade of
changeability and new hereditary mixes. Examination helps in
evaluating the variety among the genotypes and to choose the
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different parents for future breeding programmes. currently, such
evaluation is primarily founded on few phenotypic qualities.
Notwithstanding, ecological conditions might influence their
appearance thus surveying just morphological traits may not reflect
the genetic diversity available.

The South African species were initially pollinated by since quite a
long tongued anthophorini honey bees, however a few changes in the
pollination system have happened, allowing pollination by sunbirds,
noctuid and Hawk-moths, long tongued flies and a few others In
the temperate zones of Europe a considerable lot of the half breed
enormous blooming kinds of gladiolus can be pollinated by small
notable wasps. In reality, they are not excellent pollinators on
account of the huge flowers of the plants and the little size of the
wasps. Another insect in this zone which can attempt a portion of the
nectar of the gladioli is the most popular European Hawk-moth
Macroglossum stellatarum which ordinarily pollinates numerous
well known nursery blossoms like Petunia, Zinnia, Dianthus and
others.

Gladioli have been extensively hybridized and a wide range of
ornamental flower colours are available from the many varieties. The
main hybrid groups have been obtained by crossing between four or
five species, followed by selection: ‘Grandiflorus’, 'Primulines’ and
'Nanus'. They can make very good cut flowers for display.
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